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Whlle in Japan dunno our sparggme on weekends and

and I v151ted temples and shrines in Kyoto




and Narg/which deepened our understanding of religion and cultufe
in Japan. We also visited art galleries and craft centers and flea
marketsy{o look for bargains. On one of these excursions//e were

introduced to the House of Kawai Kanjiro, the potter. Some of you

| may have heard of him,/for Kawai Kanjiro is the famous ceramist/
noted for his innovative and natural style of creations. He died in
1966 at the age of 76 yearsﬁmt while he was aliv%is personality,
(L. | just as much as his ceramic creationszéttracted many people. He was
described as being "humble afﬁ& compassionate%nd yet at the same

time bold in his creations/é'ld}\"abounding with the freshness of a
child."” . i :

n tkt\/e,wa§ }m’yar/m/

What made me realize that Kawai Kanjiro was an "authentic

? person" was that as talented as he Wasﬁme acknowledged that he

z alonﬁ' was not responsible for his creations. In a little booklet
written about him by Yoshiko Uchida who studied with him/it said

§ that the important thing for him wa.?bto know that there is a force
% bigger than himself/ that he and this force are one/ and that through
this force he is able to work and create things of beauty in this

f world?.

‘ To me this is generally: speaking/ a description of the workings
of Amida Buddha within us. To paraphrase the scriptures/ it may be
; said that through the Vow of the Transcend&t fa/wer we are in

| Oneness with Amida Buddha who is working with us, for us and
} through us. Kawai Kanjiro called this forc7/'thls unknown self’ /and




?sk

idne MS

o3

the bodx/and is that unconscmus elemen rso that rods
- him on to new achievements”. In other Buddhlst sects th1s force may 7 pHat

. said that this self "is revealed through the work of the hands and‘}

a:,”’ Aoz

be called the Larger Selfféut in Pure Land Schools, it. fs’ 2called fo degpuey wdf,
the "Other Power", Tarikiand it fefersto the .~~~ - % Power 1 fﬁé— "0’““2;4
& ihd s isthe %
reaches down to us/compassionately and uncondmonally 7&%7
Kawai Kanjiro added /"It is ultimately faith that lies at the
bottom of all my work. We do not work alone. We are never
working along " And in one of his poems he asked "who is movin
He bada g 2eink of ORaness Vi tty s Ofpe~jfoarstr -

this hand of mme?". Although he was talking about his life as an
artist/I believe the ideas are the same as in Jodo Shinshu.

e khose who believe in and relyué(?l the Other
Power/ the greater Power/ their performance is maximized/their life
is maximized. But more basically/one is able to accept oneself as he

or she 1s(f{'., thg’Other Power/recardless of the outcome of his

performance & o £ a0 B
— m_.,.s-'"’“"’" i - aiinis — .

e}ﬁiﬂf Genza the myokomn »f Tottori Prefecture h;.s,fea:h;&aeﬁ—of’ 4
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~fcasme through h1shhaulmg

firewood from the mountain to hlS home. Myokonin, by the way,
means /a wondrously excellent devoteeﬁs symbolized by a white
lotus blossom. Genza was a farmer who was told by his father at his
death bed/ "when I die, put your faith and trust in Oyasama/the
Other Power who is inconceivable, unexplainable. Thereafter,

although Genza attended temple services regularly he-could not
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quite understand what his father mean‘ij?lfay "trust in oyasama." One
day as usual/ he went up into the mountains with his ox f.{o gather
firewood. As he was loading the usual six bundles of firewood upon
the back of the ox/he suddenly came to the realization/chat like the
ox that carries{the heavy burden of the firewood/Amida Buddha is
constantly carryin y/the heavy burden of our karmic passions. He

came to understand thay "Amida Buddha is always with us extending

his love and compassion to us. Because as human bemgzé'e are
Ve 4o S /6114,990

constantly burdened with problems and worries/Amida,is a constant
companion / who  takes,way the burdens from our

shoulders, £:¢. WWWW&W .
It should be noted that jm//s.w@,w -/ma (eais

practice was &% day to day life /{hrough which ts!:@ gained
awareness of spiritual truths. ~ H[-@ became aware of ﬁw oneness/

with the Other Power. That is in accordance with Jodo Shinshu
teachings /(vhich prescribe not the way of sages or holy men/but the

way of the common people who have a family to look afte%nd have
a living to earn.

The reality of the Other Power as being within our heart%he
idea that we are not alone/ is explained by Shinran as a mergﬁzg ofa

river with the ocean. In his Shozomatsu Wasan (Hymns of the Last
Age) T e e T e e . Shinran states:
Like rivers entering the vast ocean; |

The foolish minds of good and evil,

Return to Amida's Vow of Wisdom,

As they become one with the heart
of Great Compassion.

= ST
B GRS L S e e = 7=




W’M Lwe ‘Iwﬂ: / That ko bikews e s 4/)//4 J{? m{i‘:@’g@f fu',_e :JQM' ﬁ
A _’(‘he small self/which is part of this physical, transient world/ M!f%m
becomes one with the etemal/ﬁ:&aﬁeeﬁéam Other Power. We are . M’W{Sj
like rivers, whether clean and pureyi/)r dirty and ‘- ! y’\fve all flow

into the ocea.n/and take on the one taste of the sea.
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same way/{xmida's heart is so large, His embrace so wide“‘{hat H%m

i
take in anyone regardless of his social status, piritual development
or the condition of his moral strength. Amida's power is so grea}/that

it can dilute any poison within our systenyénd make it good again.

ol 2 e e i e e

_;’Knd the good is realized withou?x;ullifying evil. In 6§ﬁér words,

while we are still in possession of this physical body/'{fwe continue to

{
; generate negative vibration#but once we accept Shinjinjthe true and

\,

i
/ i
sincere heart of Amida within our he we come to realize that our
negativities /a.re constantly being converted to highest good by |
Amida. And, what is interesting here is that while the mo/[-myself f
and Amida/are in a state of oneness/we are also separate and ;
(.r; distinct from each other. That is, we still retain our uniqueness. “j

S e e e e e R e e o et e b e T

This Ongness with the transcendent #hich is established while
we are living/c/ontinues on to eternity aﬁ;er death. Other Buddhist
sects teach that at the moment of death/zxmida Buddha and his

retinue -/will come to greet and accompany the deceased
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to the Pure Land. However, as mentioned earher /s Shinran taught ud
that Amrda%ready here with u?/surroundmg us with his

There's a church with a sign saying, " FIW“}
walking on the sidewally{s a little man carrying a sign, "Buddha here
already 5 ’ﬁ'us is especially true for our Shin Sect,/as Shinran was able
to fa{ehem the depth, e Compassion of 4mida Buddhe%md realizeg
that while we are stﬂl alive/we are already in the embrace of Amida
in a state of Oneness. This condition is called "Sesshu Fusha",
embraced and nevéjlt:ggandoned and is synonymous with the word
faith In Jodo Shinshu, faith does not refer to behef/{aut is the gift of

the true and sincere heart of Amida Buddhafévhlch is given to human

kind unconditionally. fa/# f+ 42 ieans 1o erdrust Ao dhecorne ok it R

i doforrdbin . o Pronddbs o here ibrca o

_ T the first chapter of the Tannishg, the 700 y#ar old religious 1

( class1c/ it is written, "When the thought of saying the Nembutsu/
emerges decisively from mthm/havmg entrusted ourselveS/éo the
| inconceivable power of Amida's Vow which saves us/enabling us to
f be born in the Pure Land/ in that very rnoment/w{re receive the
[ ultimate benefit /of being grasped never to be abandoned.” While we
;1 are living/when we entrust ourselves to the Other Power/we will
find that Amida Buddha has already embraced us/and we are
already recipients/of Amida's ble531§\1135 and Iov; m’\;rye are already one
with Amida. The Buddha is here alreadeﬁa Kawai Kanp:?let us
the
entrusting alive within our lives. And like Genza, the myokonm/ let

"makasu", or entrust ourselves to the Greater Powerjand m

e i

;us find the reality of the love and compassion of Amida/in our daily
& life's experience. ‘Kawai Kanjiro marveled in the knowledge of a
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compassion. Have you seen the humorous cartoon in the newspaper? ..

.is coming soon." And,
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force greater than himsel%nd said, "we do not work alone", Genza,

on the other hand came to the remarkable realizatioxy{hat like thé
OX carrying ﬁrewoo%nﬁda is always lightening th

e burdens we

. i
For Shinran "Sesshu Fusha”
abandoned by Amida Buddh

Or being grasped never to be
a/{;-;eans that one is settled in the stage

"L settli

L , ng of the diamond-like Shinjin. He said
it was a stage equal tc%he

Supreme enlightenment. In other words,
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© We oo, must make the reality/of our Oneness with Amida Sufidfis
come alive in our lives. If we have burd

ens too heavy o carry/pass -
them over to - . Amiday And Wé@_ o et tre Ao

"Like rivers entering the vast ocean
The foolish minds of 800d and evil
Return to Amida's Vow of wisdom
As they become one with the heart

of Great Compassion."
NAMU AMIDA BUTSU.
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